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SUB J : DOUZE MARS DOOZY (OR BEWARE THE DOUZE OF MARCH) 

1 . FROM ALL INDICATIONS MARCH 12, 1978, THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF PRESIDENT BONGO'S RENOVATION DAY PROCLAMATION AND 
ESTABLISHMENT OF GABONESE DEMOCRATIC PARTY (PDG), IS GOING TO 
BE CELEBRATED WITH GABONESE VERSION OF ECLAT AND ELAN IN 
LIBREVILLE. THE MANAGER OF THE UNFINISHED SHERATON HOTEL 
HAS BEEN DIRECTED TO PREPARE 200 ROOMS TO RECEIVE GUESTS 

(AS HE DID DURING THE OAU SUMMIT) MARCH 8-15. SEVERAL 
AFRICAN HEADS OF STATE ARE INVITED AND EXPECTED TO ATTEND. 
THE PARISIAN TAILORING HOUSE, CHANCELLOR, IS DESIGNING 
NEW DRESS FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE PDG POLITICAL BUREAU. 
SCHOOL CHILDREN HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED TO ASSEMBLE THE 
REQUIRED MARCHING OUTFIT. PDG COMMITTEES ALL OVER GABON 
ARE PRACTICING NEW METHODS OF CHANTING THE PRAISES OF 
BONGO. 

2. RENOVATION DAY HAS TRADITIONALLY SEEN A BIGGER 
CELEBRATION THAN INDEPENDENCE DAY BUT THERE IS 
CLEARLY AN EFFORT TO MAKE THIS YEAR'S CELEBRATION 
MORE SPECTACULAR THAN ANY OTHER. IT BEGINS BUILDING 
UP IN EARLY DECEMBER WITH A SPECIAL TWO DAY HOLIDAY 
FOR THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF BONGO'S ACCESSION TO 
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THE PRESIDENCY, INCREASED IN TEMPO FOR HIS DECEMBER 30 
BIRTHDAY AND IS NOW CULMINATING WITH A CLIMACTIC MARCH 
12 CRESCENDO. WE NOTE IT AT THIS TIME PRIMARILY TO 
ALERT DEPARTMENT THAT WE SUSPECT THE USG WILL BE 
INVITED TO SEND A SPECIAL EMISSARY TO THE CELEBRATIONS. 
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